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Learning Objectives

By the end of this presentation, you should be able to:

• Describe PA Act 139 amending The 

Controlled Substance, Drug, Device and 

Cosmetic Act and Drug Overdose 

Immunity

• Identify key patient counseling points of 

intranasal and injectable naloxone



The Problem
Nonmedical Use of Pain Relievers in the Past Year among Individuals Aged 12 or Older



The Problem
Nonmedical Use of Pain Relievers in the Past Year among Individuals Aged 12 to 17



The Problem
Nonmedical Use of Pain Relievers in the Past Year among Individuals Aged 18 to 25



The Problem
Nonmedical Use of Pain Relievers in the Past Year among Individuals Aged 26 or older



The Problem
Needing But Not Receiving Treatment for Illicit Drug Use in the Past Year among Individuals Aged 

12 or Older
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The Problem
Needing But Not Receiving Treatment for Illicit Drug Use in the Past Year among Individuals Aged 

26 or Older



Healthy People 2020

Objective SA-12: Drug Induced Death Rate

• PA: 18.2 per 100,000 in 2011

• HP2020 Goal: 11.3 per 100,000
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Act 139

Amended the PA Controlled Substance, 

Drug, Device, and Cosmetic Act

■First responder administration of naloxone 

under protocol 

■Third party prescribing of naloxone

■“Good Samaritan” provision



What does this mean for pharmacy?

■ First responders

❑Supply chain

■ Third party

❑Identifying at risk patients

❑Education

❑Counseling

■ “Good Samaritan”provision

❑Education

❑Community Outreach
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Naloxone

■Approved for the treatment of opioid 

overdose and reversal

■Mechanism of Action:

❑Competitive opioid antagonist

❑Reverses opioid effects in the brain 

within minutes



How supplied

1. Intramuscular injection
1. Vial and syringe

2. Auto injector

2. Intranasal spray



Intramuscular Injection-Vial

■10x1ml vial

❑0.4mg/ml

❑1mg/ml

■Inject 0.4-4mg IM.  

❑May repeat every 2-3 minutes as needed

❑Do not exceed 10mg (0.01mg/kg)

❑0.4mg doses are more commonly 

recommended



Intramuscular Injection-Auto injector

■Evsio®

■Delivers 0.4mg dose

❑May repeat every                                  

2-3 minutes as needed

■Visual and auditory instructions

www.evzio.com



Counseling Points

■ Know the signs/symptoms of drug overdose

■ Call 911 immediately

■ Prepare naloxone

❑Injection:

■ Remove cap from naloxone and unsheathe needle

■ Insert needle into rubber stopper and hold upside down

■ Draw back 1cc (1 ml) into the syringe

■ Inject into the shoulder or thigh

■ Repeat in 3 minutes if needed

❑Auto injector:

■ Follow instructions on package as well as audio instructions



Patient Resources

Prescribetoprevent.org



Intranasal Spray

■Pre-filled 2mg/2ml cartridge

■Nose piece sold separately



Counseling Points

■ Know the signs/symptoms of drug overdose

■ Call 911 immediately

■ Preparation and Administration

❑Pull off yellow and red caps of the plastic tube and 

naloxone

❑Screw nose piece unto the plastic tube

❑Screw naloxone into the tube/nose piece assembly

❑Give a short, strong push

❑Half of the container in each nostril

❑Repeat in 3 minutes if needed



Intranasal Spray

www.saveslives.com



Intranasal Spray

www.saveslives.com



Intranasal Spray

www.saveslives.com



Patient Resources

Prescribetoprevent.org



getnaloxonenow.org



Other Resources

■ PA Department of Health

❑www.health.pa.gov

❑www.getnaloxonenow.org

■ SAMHSA

❑www.samhsa.gov

■ Prescribetoprevent.org

■ Allegheny County Overdose Prevention Coalition

❑www.acopc.pitt.edu
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Assessment Question #1

Open response:

What are the three primary amendments to

the PA Controlled Substance, Drug, Device

and Cosmetic Act due to the passing of Act

139?



Assessment Question #1

Act 139 amends the PA Controlled 

Substance, Drug, Device and Cosmetic Act 

by:

I. allowing first responders to obtain and 

administer naloxone

II. Allowing third party prescribing of naloxone

III. Granting immunity under the “Good 

Samaritan” provision



Assessment Question #2

What is the website where third party bystanders 

can obtain PA Dept of Health approved training 

for administering naloxone? 

1) www.health.pa.gov

2) www.getnaloxonenow.org

3) www.prescribetoprevent.org

4) www.samhsa.gov

5) www.acopc.pitt.edu



Assessment Question #2

What is the website where third party bystanders 

can obtain PA Dept of Health approved training 

for administering naloxone? 

1) www.health.pa.gov

2) www.getnaloxonenow.org

3) www.prescribetoprevent.org

4) www.samhsa.gov

5) www.acopc.pitt.edu



Questions?
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